
 

Daisy Bell
(bicycle built for two)

Written and composed by

Harry Dacre

1892

Daisy Bell was a Victorian music hall favourite, written and released in 1892 by

British songwriter Harry Dacre (a pen name of Frank Dean, 1857–1922). When

Dacre moved to the United States, he had to pay import duty for his bicycle, upon

which a friend remarked that if he had brought a “bicycle built for two” he would

have had to pay double duty. This descriptive phrase so pleased Dacre that he

made it the punchline of his song.

Typeset by www.sylphe.ch in 2019 and dedicated to the public domain — you are free to

copy, modify, distribute, and perform this sheet music (see Creative Commons CC0).

Source for this edition were scans of the 1892 edition by T. B. Harms & Co., available

from the New York Public Library Digital Collections and also on Wikimedia Commons.
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Daisy Bell
(bicycle built for two)

Harry Dacre 1892
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Wou'll take the “lead” in each “trip” we take,

Then, if I don't do well

I will per-mit you to use the break,

My beau-ti-ful Dai-sy Bell!
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